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MUST WATCH: 
10 BEST 
THINGS ON TV 
IN 2017 


CONTINUING COVERAGE TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY 


Texts raise Kash firing ques 


One suggests former state special education chief 
told agency in summer about Oregon situation. 


By Andrea Ball 
aball@statesman.com 


Newly released text messages 
are raising questions about why 
the Texas Education Agency fired 
its special education director after 
less than four months on the job. 

Laurie Kash was fired in late 


November, one week after a law- 
suit accused her of trying to cover 
up the sexual abuse of a 6-year- 
old girl while working at a small 
school district in Oregon. The 
TEA said Kash told them noth- 
ing about those allegations and 
that, if she had, they never would 
have hired her. 


Laurie Kash 
was director 
of special 
education for 
less than four 
months. 


But text messages released by 
Kash suggest that she did tell the 
agency at least something about 
the situation before she was hired. 

Ina Nov. 20 exchange between 


SPORTS, C1 


NEW HORN 
IN TOWN 


i, Athletic director says Texas 
*% canreturnto sports greatness 


Kash and Justin Porter — the TEA’s 
executive director for special pop- 
ulations — Porter linked to a story 
published by the Texas Tribune 
detailing the newly filed lawsuit 
against Kash. Porter wrote that he 
would have to tell agency leader- 
ship about the article and direct 
questions about it to the agency’s 
public information team. 

“Just wanted to give you the 
heads up,” Porter wrote. 

“Great, thanks,” Kash responded. 


METRO & STATE, B1 


FILING DAY: 

5 RACES 

TO WATCH 
NEXT SPRING 


tions 


“J found out Saturday. It’s that crazy 
employee I told you about this 
summer. I was cleared of every- 
thing but she decided to sue the 
district.” 

According to the texts provided 
by Kash, that’s where the conver- 
sation ended. 

Kash’s lawyer insists the Ore- 
gon lawsuit has nothing to do 
with her firing. Instead, attor- 


Kash continued on A7 
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Mayor calls blast ‘attempted terrorist attack’ 


Law enforcement officials work at the scene after an explosion 
Monday near Times Square in New York City. A man inspired by the 
Islamic State group set off a crude pipe bomb strapped to his body in 
acrowded subway corridor, injuring the man, slightly wounding three 
others and sending morning commuters fleeing in terror througha 
smoky passageway. Story, A4. ANDRES KUDACKI/ ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Cronk touts 


Suspect 
Akayed Ullah, 
27, was being 
treated for 
burnsata 
hospital. 
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Lie of the Year: 
Trump’s claim 
of ‘Russia hoax’ 


By Angie Drobnic Holan 
PolitiFact.com 


Amountain of evidence points to 
a single fact: Russia meddled in the 
U.S. presidential election of 2016. 

In both classified and public 
reports, U.S. intelligence agen- 
cies have said Russian President 
Vladimir Putin ordered actions to 
interfere with the election. Those 
actions included the cybertheft 
of private data, the placement of 
propaganda against particular 
candidates and an overall effort 
to undermine public faith in the 
U.S. democratic process. 

Members of Congress, both 
Democrats and Republicans, have 
held open and closed-door hear- 
ings to probe Russia’s actions. 
Facebook, Google and Twitter 
have investigated their own net- 
works, and their executives have 
concluded that Russia used the 


PolitiFact continued on A8 


CITY MANAGER SEARCH THE CANDIDATES 


Lazarus looks to return 
to Austin after 1% years 


his ability 


to bring sides together 


By Elizabeth Findell 
efindell@statesman.com 


A couple of years ago, as res- 
idents of Minneapolis began to 
despair about the state of their 
city parks, some activists started 
angling for a ballot initiative to 
commit money to repair them. 
But city officials, including City 
Administrator Spencer Cronk, 
thought it might not need to go 
that far, Cronk said. 

Working with the finance and 
parks departments, Cronk helped 
hash out a deal to dedicate $800 
million over 20 years to fund city 
parks, he said. It meant maneuver- 
ing between a mayor, a City Coun- 
cil that held the purse strings and 
an independently elected Park 
and Recreation Board that had 
autonomy over park operations. 

“Those are not two bodies that 
have historically gotten along,” 
Cronk said of the council and the 
park board. 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Travel Extra section 
intoday’s ePaper 


Explore extra pages of travel coverage, 


available only to subscribers at 
statesman.com/epaper. 


Spencer Cronk, 
38, has been 
the city 
administrator 
of Minneapolis 
since 2014. 


Property taxes increased to pay 
for the initiative. But city leaders 
avoided a citizen campaign effort 
on parks and a potentially expen- 
sive election. And Cronk, now one 
of two finalists for Austin’s city 
manager position, did what he 
said he does best: He bridged a 
gap between governmental silos. 

Cronk, 38, and Howard Lazarus, 
61, city administrator of Ann 
Arbor, Mich., and a city of Aus- 
tin alum, return here this week 
for a third and final round of 
interviews. A consultant recom- 
mended the pair after the coun- 
cil interviewed six semifinalists 


Cronk continued on A8 
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COUNTERMEASURES 
FOR ‘OVERTOURISM 


NATION & WORLD, A6 
Alabama Senate race 
now heads to voters 


On eve of special election, 
picture of the Doug Jones-Roy 
Moore contest gets cloudier. 


MEET THE 
FINALTWO 

E A townhall meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
at the Austin Convention 
Center, 500 E. Cesar 
Chavez St., featuring the 
two finalists for Austin 
city manager. 

E Residents will heara 
moderated discussion 
and may ask questions 

of Minneapolis City 
Coordinator Spencer 
Cronk and Ann Arbor City 
Administrator Howard 
Lazarus. Feedback may 
be submitted after the 
meeting. 

E Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. Free parking will be 
provided at the garages at 
601 E.Fifth St. and 201 E. 
Second St. 

E Can’t make it in 
person? The event 

will be broadcast on 
ATXN, ATXN.tv and the 
city’s Facebook page 

at facebook.com/ 
austintexasgov. 


By Philip Jankowski 
pjankowski@statesman.com 


Howard Lazarus is the clos- 
est thing Austin has to an inter- 
nal applicant to be the next city 
manager. 

Having served eight years as 
the city’s director of the Public 
Works Department, Lazarus, 61, 
would be a familiar face at City 
Hall, having been away for only 
1% years. 

Lazarus is a soft-spoken man 
who is reliable and able to lead 
the city, former Mayor Lee Leff- 
ingwell and former Council Mem- 
ber Mike Martinez said. Leffing- 
well called Lazarus a “straight 
shooter” whose background as 
an officer in the military, plus 
his service in the public and pri- 
vate sectors, gives him an envi- 
able résumé. 

“I would give hima high grade,” 
Leffingwell said. “He has that 
blend of experience from other 
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LIES OF THE YEAR 

2017: President Trump’s 
statement that Russian election 
meddling “is amade-up story” 
2016: “Fake news” 

2015: The campaign 
misstatements of Donald Trump 
2014: Exaggerations about the 
spread of Ebola in the United 
States 

2013:President Obama’s 
statement, “If you like your health 
care plan, you can keep it” 
2012: Mitt Romney’s claim that 
Obama “sold Chrysler to Italians 
who are going to build Jeeps in 
China” 

2011:Democrats’ charge that 
“Republicans voted to end 
Medicare” 

2010: Republicans’ charge that 
“Obamacare is government 
takeover of health care” 

2009: That health care reform 
would create “death panels” 


Howard 
Lazarus, 61, 
is the city 
manager of 
Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 


places, but also a lot of familiarity 
with the peculiarity of Austin.” 

Lazarus told the Ameri- 
can-Statesman that the job would 
bea return to a city that became 
his home. 

“When we moved to Austin, 
Austin became home,” Lazarus 
said. “The decision to leave was 
really hard. Over the course of 
eight years, we developed deep 
roots, but I needed to make a 
decision to grow professionally.” 

Lazarus became city admin- 
istrator of Ann Arbor, Mich., in 
June 2016, heading a workforce of 
about 1,000 and a budget of $400 


Lazarus continued on A8 
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